294                     VEDDER LECTURES.

ginates doubts, which a little information would
have driven to the winds. The doubting mind
can not deny the possibility that the astounding
declarations of the Scriptures relative to futurity
may be all true. It has no certainty that they are
not all fact, and without certainty is it not mad-
ness to treat these awful subjects with indiffer-
ence, when there is an acknowledged possibility
that condemnation for sin, judgment, heaven, and
hell may all be true, all real, all literal fact? In-
fidelity, then, because a system of doubts, is a
system of darkness and uncertainty. It rejects
the Gospel, but provides nothing in its room ; it
robs the soul of solid hopes, and gives her over
to the inward turmoil and the ceaseless anxiety of
doubts and fears. Such is the testimony of con-
verted infidels.

Place infinite happiness and misery right before
you, the idea of their bare possibility is enough,
or ought to be enough, to make you more uneasy
than doubts can give you quiet, because the one is
positive, demanding your consideration on the
score of common prudence; the other is negative,
keeping you in hazardous suspense and ruinous in-
difference. The worst that can happen to the be-
liever is that he is mistaken, the best that can hap-
pen to the unbeliever is that he is right. In other
words, if the unbeliever be right, the believer has
nothing to fear; but if the believer be right, the
unbeliever must spend his eternity in hell. Who
does not see, then, that all the doubts that ignor-
ance can start can not outweigh the known possi-
bility of eternal retribution ? Is it not infinitely